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A Bugging 


of public and private 
much alive and flourishing. 


been arrested in a scandal involving 
the tapping of 1,000 phones, including 0 
those of politicians, business and e * Pem- 
prostitutes, . berton himself says: If one is not 

In France, newspaper reports have eareful one can get into a rather ‘gray’ 


are being listened to by, among others, never do anything which « = 
“police, espionage and counter-espio- Cut of context might be classed as 
nage services” and that the national “offensive action.” ("We do ha © 
figure could be as high as 5.000. 3 0 
In Eire every government minister dn dem what, N 
5 mpany,” and ‘setting 
and senior official has recently had a some form of eave esdropping tn: offices... 
ä Once 2 8 this it gets out of cotter 
This article is reprinted from zu get tie reputation that This fel- 
5 „an. do is good at se u n 3 
the Manchester Guardian. poste 0 And pecan! a ts ene 
; name, 3 
telephone scrambling device wired Pemberton sticks firmly rules 
into his phone. Government offices in and tries to stay out of the limelight: 
Britain have ordered anew scrambler most of his business is done by per- 
which this month came on to the retail sonal recommendation. “But 1 was 
market for worried businessmen to ulte surprised even then to have had 
buy. aot tate antes number of approaches, quite clearly 
And in London last week, the Euro- to use our knowledge for offensive 


had turned up “three or four conclu» came to me who Uitle ins dus. 
sive cases of bugging.” And suggestive ness. His Eee a Ee wives bast 
evidence had been found that bugging themselves 
had taken place sometime in the past 
at several other companies, At least — 
one major public company had ap- 
proached him recently and asked him 
to find out the secrets of a rival. 
Because bug making and planting is 
50 easy, no one, not even the security 
firms ‘who combat them, really know 
who the spies are, though they point t. 
the plethora of new private detective — 
agencies who no longer take tradi- 
tional work like matrimonial proceed. Stuff, really, 
ings, process serving, and hire pur- 
chase status inquiries. Lip jig 
Culprits are rarely caught and bug- 
ging rarely detected. The last of the 
tiny handful of cases that have ever Ro 


v track down a bug- 
Sing operation. Esk n 
Companies are worried and Pember. — 
ton's firm has checked over 100 cases. 
“The sort of companies concet are 
generally fairly big ones“ say the thes 
colonel. “If not big in size, big in value — tions 
of business. Like an advertising i 


